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1 . 1 B A C K G R O U N D

The Wentworth Health Service Redevelopment is a $30m project
located in the Far West region of NSW, close to the Victorian
border. The project will include full asset replacement of the
existing health service’s ageing buildings and infrastructure,
along with additional health services in line with contemporary
models of care and the ongoing needs of the local area.

The current Wentworth Health Service is in the town of
Wentworth within the Far West Local Health District (FWLHD). It
has historically been a 20-bed inpatient health service with 2-bays
dedicated to urgent requirements. 15 beds are currently
operational and there is currently no Urgent Care or Emergency
facility. The hospital is a short drive from the town with no
immediate neighbours. It serves approx. 3700 people from
Wentworth and surrounding towns and is supported by a small
service in Dareton and a new HealthOne in Buronga. The nearest
hospital within the Local Health District is Balranald
(approximately 2hrs away) and Broken Hill (3hrs away). The
service is also supported by Mildura Base Hospital, operated by
Victoria Health (30 minutes away).

Three sites were shortlisted and explored during the master plan
phase, of which the existing hospital site is the preferred site and
was endorsed by the governance during the master plan phase.

1 . 2 D E S I G N C O N S I D E R A T I O N S

The intention for the design is provide an ecologically robust and
naturalistic setting for staff and patients to work and recover in.
The landscape design ties together the landscape character
external to the site beyond the levee and compliments the
functional layout of the hospitals internal design. Where
appropriate the design intent is informed by the GA NSW Greener
Places Design Guide (2020).

Considerations:

• Retain existing levee bank,

• Minimise impact on existing riparian zone along the river,

• Minimise impact on existing vegetation, and

• Allow for future growth opportunities

• Consider bushfire asset protection zone recommandations

• Improve habitat opportunities and ecosystem health

• Retain and increase existing tree canopy cover

• Promote Connection with Country (refer to Connecting with
Country Report)

The design explored the location and access of key spaces and
the movement between areas for all users. Each area was
discussed within the framework with project user groups over the
course of Concept and Schematic Design phases. Their feedback
has guided the design response.

1 . 3 D E S I G N I N T E N T

The focus of the landscape design is to reflect and compliment
the local characteristics of the Wentworth Hospital
Redevelopment, whilst providing amenity and familiarity to the
users of the health facility.

The planting and material selection seeks to provide a naturalistic
landscape setting. Planting selection has been culturally
informed by our engagement with the local Indigenous
community. The planting palette is to be low maintenance,
drought resistant and native to the Wentworth region, providing
species that can withstand local climate conditions.

The entry forecourt is designed to clearly define the main
entrance and work in cohesion with the carpark so that it is easily
accessible for all users. Low local endemic planting is intended
for this area with the opportunity for some informal gathering
spaces for public.

To address the level difference between the entrance & the lower
car park areas will be battered and boulders will aid in providing
passive retaining opportunities minimising the use of retaining
walls. A formal ramp allows pedestrian access from the lower
carpark. Feature shrub planting is used along the batter between
the fleet carpark and eastern façade to screen the carpark.

The use of evergreen, native trees to the entry carpark provide a
soft screen to the hospital that will help with privacy for the
internal occupants and generate shade for pedestrians. Existing
trees are a priority to retain with a minimum replacement rate of
1:4 for any trees removed.

Existing Rose bushes are intended to be re-located and re-
planted on site to form a memorial garden located near the

accommodation zone and shaded by existing trees

Areas directly adjacent the levee are intended to be mass planted
and tie back into the naturalistic landscape of Wentworth. The
planting consists of local endemic species that can re-establish
the existing site and areas that have been disturbed during
demolition.

Lawn area will be limited to the future accommodation zone with
the preference of native grasses and shrubs being used. Local
species can be seeded via hydroseeding/hydromulching in
strategic dense clusters revegetating the site.

The landscape directly adjacent the hospital is to have semi-
mature plantings, strategically chosen and positioned to provide
views from the hospital rooms. The ground plain is to be made up
of varied typologies of gravel with plants emerging from the
ground plane in clustered zones. Endemic plant species
(grasses/ground covers/shrubs) to a max height of 1m and
featuring boulders/logs and a range of gravel in varied sizes,
colours & textures are shaped around paths.

The landscape design, provides spaces that offer an opportunity
for direct visual and cultural connection to the river, endemic
planting species for cultural whilst accommodating for future
climatic events.

1.0 INTRODUCTION
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

How Wentworth Hospital Meets the Design Principle (Landscape)DescriptionGANSW Design Principle

The landscape design for Wentworth Hospital uses native plant species and features 
outdoor spaces that reflect the local landscape and environment.

Designing for the unique context of each regional town or city, including its 
history, culture, landscape, and built form.

Context

The landscape design incorporates a network of pedestrian paths and outdoor spaces 
that enhance connectivity and accessibility throughout the hospital grounds. These can in 
the future be linked into public transport infrastructure. 

Providing a well-connected network of streets, pedestrian paths, and 
cycleways to encourage active transport and enhance accessibility.

Connectivity

The landscape design intends to incorporates public art and outdoor spaces that reflect 
the local landscape and culture, creating a distinct and memorable sense of place.

Creating distinctive and memorable places that reflect the unique character 
and identity of each regional town or city.

Identity

The landscape design incorporates sustainable features such as water-efficient irrigation 
and the use of locally sourced planting materials, and is designed to integrate with the 
surrounding ecology.

Integrating new development with existing infrastructure, services, and 
communities to ensure a cohesive and sustainable urban fabric.

Integration

The landscape design incorporates measures to manage stormwater runoff and reduce 
the urban heat island effect, and uses drought-tolerant plant species to increase resilience 
to climate.

Designing for resilience to natural hazards and climate change, including 
measures to mitigate flood risk and manage water resources.

Resilience

The landscape design incorporates sustainable features such as water-efficient irrigation 
and is designed to reduce its environmental impact and promote biodiversity.

Incorporating sustainable design principles, such as reducing energy 
consumption, promoting renewable energy, and minimizing waste generation.

Sustainability

The landscape design incorporates flexible spaces and multi-use outdoor areas that can 
adapt to changing community needs and future developments.

Designing for adaptability to future changes, such as demographic shifts and 
use cases. 

Adaptability

1 . 4 G A N S W – U r b a n D e s i g n f o r R e g i o n a l N S W

The Wentworth Health Service Redevelopment design incorporate the GANSW Urban Design for Regional NSW 2020 guidelines by providing naturalistic and ecologically robust landscape design features that tie
in with the local landscape character and Indigenous culture. The design also takes into consideration recommendations for bushfire asset protection zones, habitat opportunities and ecosystem health, and
promoting Connection with Country.

The design retains existing vegetation and tree canopy cover, minimizes impact on existing riparian zones, and incorporates mass plantings of local endemic species to help re-establish the existing site and
areas that have been disturbed during demolition. Additionally, the design provides spaces that offer direct visual and cultural connection to the river, and the planting palette is low maintenance, drought-
resistant, and native to the Wentworth region, which helps to withstand local climate conditions and showcase Wentworths regional character.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The Draft Greener Places Design guideline is a document developed by the NSW Government's Department of Planning, Industry and Environment, which provides guidance for the design of sustainable and
resilient public spaces. The guideline aims to support the creation of high-quality public spaces that enhance the health and wellbeing of local communities, support biodiversity, and mitigate the impacts of
climate change.

The guideline is relevant to the Wentworth Hospital redevelopment project as it provides guidance on creating sustainable and resilient public spaces that support health and wellbeing. The Wentworth Hospital
redevelopment project aims to create a new healthcare facility that not only meets the needs of patients but also contributes to the wellbeing of wider community. By incorporating the principles of the Draft
Greener Places Design guideline into the design of the hospital and its surrounding spaces, the project can create a more sustainable and liveable environment for patients, staff, and visitors alike.

Design Response Guideline DescriptionGANSW Guidelines

• Design provides spaces that offer direct visual and cultural connection to the river

• Pavement types vary from smooth to rough providing a range of safe walking challenges 

• Palliative Courtyard is designed to be enclosed by a slatted fence, providing privacy whilst allowing visual connection to adjacent 

planting areas

• Yarning Circle is an outdoor space designed for social gatherings and cultural ceremonies, constructed using natural cut stone, 

concrete, and ground plane patterns

Open space refers to “open” (or not built upon) land that 
accommodates recreation or provides relief from the built 

environment.

Open Space and 
Recreation

• Tree replacement rate is greater than 4:1 for Stage 1B. This is to promote greater shade and canopy cover on site. 

• Native species have been selected on site to support habitat values.

• Retention of existing vegetation and tree canopy cover maintained with only 9 trees removed on site. 

Urban trees have a critical role in creating healthy cities. They provide 
shade and shelter, improve air quality, absorb carbon and rainfall, cool 

local environments, and support wildlife
Tree canopy

• Surface materials selected to maintain permeability

• Native vegetation prioritized for cultural usage and 

• Planting palette is low maintenance, drought-resistant, and native to the Wentworth region

• Landscape incorporates mass plantings of local endemic species on areas that a disturbed during construction

• Several bioswales are located on the site. These are vegetated channels that are designed to slow down and treat runoff, 

removing pollutants and recharging groundwater supplies. This also minimises impact on existing riparien zones

Incorporation of Green infrastructure seeks to contribute to 
biodiversity conservation by providing habitats or establishing 

connections between habitats and populations.

Bushland and 
Waterways
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2 . 1 S I T E L O C A T I O N

The site is a crown land title DP 1136392 and the address is listed
as 24 Hospital Road, Wentworth, NSW, 2648

The hospital site is accessed via the Hospital Road off the Silver
City Highway. It is approx. 1km from the town center across the
two bridges. The Lifespan Bridge, which can be lifted to allow
vessels through, could cause up to 20-mins delays for patients
from the opposite side of the Darling River for each side.

The entry connects to a driveway and the parking along the side.
The precinct plan considers this driveway to be re-aligned to direct
the traffic to the new building entrance.

The levee bank is considered a route to any emergency flood
egress.

There is also a pedestrian walkway outside the eastern boundary.
The new master plan has identified a connection to the walkway
for easy pedestrian access.

The Wentworth Health Service is located on the eastern side of
the township across the Darling River. The figure below shows the
location in context with other health services within Wentworth
region.

1. Broken Hill Hospital ( Approx. 267km from Wentworth Town).

2. Mildura Base Public Hospital (Approx. 27km from Wentworth
Town).

3. Mildura Health Private Hospital (Approx. 27km from
Wentworth Town).

4. Buronga HealthOne (Approx. 30km from Wentworth Town).

5. Dareton Primary Health Service (Approx. 13km from
Wentworth Town).

2 . 2 S I T E S U M M A R Y

The site is an existing hospital site and is zoned RU5 Village in the
Wentworth Local Environmental Plan 2011. Health services facility
is permitted with consent under Wentworth LEP 2011 as well as
via clauses 56 and 57(1) of the Infrastructure SEPP and its
successor (the Transport and Infrastructure SEPP from 1 March
2022)

2.0 SITE

Plan – Aerial – Vehicular and Pedestrian Access
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3 . 1 S I T E S T A G I N G

Base Scope – STAGE 1A

This stage focuses on utilising the existing road network
and landscaping key areas immediately adjacent to the
hospital . The design provides a naturalistic landscape
setting that marries into the surrounding areas. On
entering the site, the parking areas provide a formal
landscape setting to aid in orienting and accessing the
hospital. To the rear and the heart of the building,
naturalistic planting choices, paved courtyards and
curvilinear hardscapes seek to provide a calming and
familiar environment. Encircling the site, there is a potential
for a linear river walk that provides a connection to views
of the river.

No landscaping works are proposed to be undertaken
outside the existing levee bank. These areas will remain
off-limits to both staff and patients.

New Staff Accommodation infrastructure and associate
civil and landscape works currently sit outside of the 'Base
Scope' allowance. This will be included as a tender option
and are intended to be included in the project works,
budget permitting.

Base Scope – STAGE 1B

The future scope of this project builds on the previous
stage by providing :

• An entry garden sequence to provide wayfinding
opportunities.

• Additional tree planting and bioswales located in
carpark.

• Additional path connecting into staff area

• Existing Roses re-located to form a small informal
garden area

• Hydro mulch with native seed mix planted over
demolition locations and cap and contain areas.

Future Scope – STAGE 2

The future scope of this project builds on the previous
stage by providing :

• An entry garden sequence to provides wayfinding
opportunity.

• Formal and informal pathway connections. One
formalised path to the south joining into the existing
council footpath and one informal walking trail to the
north leading you though site.

• Staff accommodation areas to the south are
intended to be a flexible and private space nestled
amongst the existing trees.

New Staff Accommodation infrastructure and
associated civil and landscape works currently sit
outside of the 'Base Scope' allowance. This will be
included as a tender option and is intended to be
included in the project works, budget permitting.

3.0 LANDSCAPE STAGES
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ZONE 6 – STAFF AREA

Area to be predominately lawn area to allow flexibility of the space,
screening planting to be included to the perimeter of this space to
provide privacy to the staff area.

Zone will include endemic screening species, lawn to the staff area.

3 . 2 L A N D S C A P E D E S I G N - L O O K A N D F E E L

ZONE 1 – MINIMALIST COURTYARD

Area directly adjacent building to have minimal planting, strategically
chosen and positioned to provide a minimalist view from the rooms. The
ground plain to be made up of varied typologies of gravel with plants
emerging from the gravel.

Zone to include – Endemic plant species (grasses/ground
covers/shrubs) to a max height of 1m and featuring boulders/logs and a
range of gravel in varied sizes, colours & textures.

ZONE 5 – RE-SEEDING AREA

This areas to the north and east (see next page) are intended to tie back
into the naturalistic landscape of the region, The planting consist of local
endemic species that can re-establish the existing sites disturbed areas.
Lawn are will be limited with a preference of native grasses and shrubs
being used in this area. Local species can be seeded via hyrdromulch in
strategic dense clusters and allowed to grow out revegetating the site.

ZONE 3 – TRANSITION LANDSCAPE

Area directly adjacent the levee are intended to be mass planted and
tie back into the naturalistic landscape of Wentworth. The planting
consists of local endemic species (red box woodland) that can re-
establish the existing site.

0 20 40 60 80 100

METERS

ZONE 2 – FEATURE PLANTING ZONE

Gravel pathway network links the entries & nodes in this area, featured
planting areas showcase local endemic species that celebrate medicinal
plants and practices of the First Nations Community.

Zone to include – Local endemic plant species (nominated by
consultation with First Nations community) that showcase medicinal,
food or industry plant species, range of gravel in varied sizes, colours &
textures and logs/boulders for habitat and refuge for fauna species.

ZONE 4 – ENTRY PLANTING

Low local endemic planting to this area with the opportunity for some
informal gathering spaces for public. To address the level difference
between the entrance & the lower car park this area will be battered
and boulders will help provide passive retaining opportunities. A
formal ramp allows pedestrian access from the lower carpark.

Zone to include logs/boulders for habitat and refuge for fauna
species.
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3 . 3 L A N D S C A P E D E S I G N – S T A G E 1 A

NEW HOSPITAL

0 20 40 60 80 100

METERS

RIVER GARDEN 

ENTRY GARDEN
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3 . 4 Y A R N I N G C I R C L E – S T A G E 1 A

1

3

2

4

3

YARNING CIRCLE

The Yarning Circle is an outdoor space designed social gatherings and cultural ceramonies. This space is 
constructed using a combination of natural cut stone, concrete, and ground plane patterns. One of the key 
features of the Yarning Circle is the addition of a small fire pit for smoking ceremonies and interpretation 
signage. 

3. CUT STONE SEATING (GRANITE, BLUE STONE 
OR MUD ROCK) 4. CULTURAL INTERPRETATION SIGNAGE

1. GRAPHIC TO YARNING CIRCLE GROUND 

PLANE

2. PROVISIONS FOR REMOVABLE 
SMOLDERING/SMOKING PIT 

4 3
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3 . 4 P A L L I A T I V E C O U R T Y A R D – S T A G E 1 A

2. STREET FURNITURE FORUMN SET

4. SLATTED FENCE WITHIN LANDSCAPE3. VEGETATION AND BOULDERS

1. BROOM FINISHED CONCRETE

3. VEGETATION AND BOULDERS

1

3

2

4

3

PALLIATIVE COURTYARD

The courtyard is designed to be enclosed by a slatted fence. Broom finished concrete ground plane is at the
same grade as the hospital providing good access. The open spacing in the fence provide a level of privacy
whilst allowing visual connection to the adjacent planting areas. There is gate access to the path network
allowing for visitors and patients staying in the palliative care unit secondary access to the room without the
need of walking through the whole hospital.
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1.MINIMALIST GARDEN - VEGETATION, BOULDERS + SCREENING 2.FEATURE PLANTING 3. NO FINES CONCRETE 4. BUFFER PLANTING

3 . 4 R I V E R G A R D E N – S T A G E 1 A

1

3

2

4

3 1
4

4

2

2



Page 1321325 | WENTWORTH HEALTH SERVICE – DESIGN STATEMENT

Far West NSW Local Health District

3 . 5 R E H A B I L I A T I O N C O U R T Y A R D - S T A G E 1 A

1. STAIR AND RAMP AND DIFFERENT SURFACE TREATMENTS

REHABILITATION COURTYARD

The outdoor rehabilitation ramp is designed to provide a safe and accessible space for individuals to
recover and rehabilitate. The Ramp and step arrangement has been designed to provide a varied level of
access and challenge to assist in the rehabilitation process. The ramp is equipped with handrails to ensure
the safety of those using it. The surrounding area has gravel garden beds., which contain a variety of native
plants and boulders, creating a natural and peaceful environment. The loose gravels adjacent to the IPU
can be used as a secondary surface for recovery exercises.

2. BROOM FINISHED CONCRETE

1

2
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3 . 6 E N T R Y – S T A G E 1 A

1. FEATURE PAVING PATTERN TO ENTRY

1. ENTRY PAVEMENT FEATURE 

& PLANTING 3. WELCOME TO COUNTRY STONE 4. ENTRY PLANTING

4

4
1

2

ENTRY COURTYARD

The entry forecourt to the Wentworth
Hospital is a well-designed space that
incorporates a pattern in the paving,
endemic planting, flag poles, and
seating for visitors. The ground plane
makes use of the roofs feature oculus
and provides planting beneath it to
mirror the design intent., The forecourt
aims to provide an inviting entry point to
the hospital, making patients and
visitors feel at ease.
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3 . 7 L A N D S C A P E D E S I G N - M I L S E T O N E 1 B

NEW HOSPITAL
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STAGE 1B ITEMS

Additional tree planting1.

Targeted Hydro-mulch (75% Coverage)2.

Bioswale3.

Entry Planting4.

Relocated Rose Garden5.

Large Shrubs 6.

Staff lawn area7.

Gravel Pathway – Re-using existing road as base8.

8
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3 . 8 L A N D S C A P E D E S I G N - P O T E N T I A L F U T U R E L A N D S C A P E – S T A G E 2

NEW HOSPITAL

0 20 40 60 80 100

METERS

STAGE 2 ITEMS

Additional tree planting1.

Formalized concrete path2.

Additional gravel pathway walking trail3.

1

1

3

3

2

1

1

2

NEW HOSPITAL
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4 . 1 S T A G E 1 A

Planting – Stage 1A

The Wentworth Hospital utilizes native plants in its landscaping to create a sustainable and 
ecologically responsible environment. The selection of native plants is based on their ability to 
thrive in the local climate and soil conditions, reducing the need for excessive watering and 
fertilization. Additionally, the use of native plants supports the preservation of the local ecosystem 
and provides a habitat for native wildlife. The native plants are also chosen for their aesthetic 
qualities, creating a natural and visually appealing landscape that is well-suited to the hospital's 
surroundings. 

• Feature planting is prioritized directly adjacent to the hospital

• Bioswales capture runoff 

• Endemic planting chosen to transition into surrounding landscape

• Native trees specified across whole of site

• Cultural use planting is situated around the yarning circle and courtyards

4.0 PLANTING DESIGN
CULTURAL USE PLANTING FEATURE PLANTING
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4 . 2 S T A G E 1 B

Planting – Stage 1B

Stage 1B:

1. Relocation of existing rose garden

2. Hydromulch applied to disturbed areas

3. Bioswales 

4. Large Shrubs 
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3
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4 . 3 L A N D S C A P E D E S I G N - P O T E N T I A L F U T U R E L A N D S C A P E S T A G E 2

Planting – Stage 2

1. Additional entry tree planting to shade carpark areas 

1
1

1

1
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4 . 4 L A N D S C A P E P L A N T I N G – L O O K A N D F E E L

Planting Selection

Planting selection has been informed by species
that are listed in the Ecological Cultural Knowledge
Handbook - Paakantyi (Barkindji) (2011, NSW
Government) . Planting selection has also been
verified by site visits to the Wentworth Botanical
Gardens, where there are examples of existing
mature, climate adapted species present. Majority
of plants selected have Indigenous cultural
significance and uses.
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4 . 5 L A N D S C A P E P L A N T I N G R E S E A R C H D E T A I L S



Page 2221325 | WENTWORTH HEALTH SERVICE – DESIGN STATEMENT

Far West NSW Local Health District

5 . 1 L A N D S C A P E S E C T I O N S K E Y P L A N

Navigating Terrain

The landscape interfaces with the grade changes 
between the levee bank, new hospital pad and landscape 
platforms . The following pages provide a high-level 
overview of the grade changes and landscape treatments 
that will interface with the hospital, levee. 

The intended design for WHSR is to ensure a naturalistic 
aesthetic and use natural materials where appropriate. 
Landscape works look to take advantage of surface 
runoff in the form of bio swales. Where achievable 
batters are to use large stones and boulders minimizing 
these use of formal retaining walls. 

A

B

C

D

E

5.0 LANDSCAPE SECTIONS
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5 . 2 L A N D S C A P E S E C T I O N A – Y A R N I N G C I R C L E
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5 . 3 L A N D S C A P E S E C T I O N B – L E V E E C O N N E C T I O N



Page 2521325 | WENTWORTH HEALTH SERVICE – DESIGN STATEMENT

Far West NSW Local Health District

5 . 4 L A N D S C A P E S E C T I O N C – R E H A B I L I T A T I O N C O U R T Y A R D
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5 . 5 L A N D S C A P E S E C T I O N D – E N T R Y C A R P A R K A N D R A M P A C C E S S
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5 . 6 L A N D S C A P E S E C T I O N E – E N T R Y C A R P A R K


